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Gill-netters getting snared more 
frequently 
Usually, the majority of bold outlaws who break out the illegal gill nets do so in the 
wintertime when mullet run thick. 

But when it comes to getting paid these days, not much is "usual." A fragile economy and 
painful gas prices have made some people understandably desperate for dollars, and this 
year, it seems gill-netters are just as desperate. 

On Tuesday morning, there was yet another case of illegal gill-netting, the third already 
this year made just by Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission officers Louis 
Hinds and Grant Burton. 

Bradenton residents Daniel Gilliland, 28, and Chris Baker, 27, had about 100 pounds of 
fish, a catch comprised of shark, mangrove snapper, trout and ladyfish. 

Now if that isn't a blind cast . . . 

These guys certainly wouldn't have done Paul Fulford proud. The fourth generation Cortez 
commercial fisherman, whose family settled in the Cortez fishing village in the 1880s, is, 
for obvious reasons, for the use of gill nets, which were banned statewide in 1994. But 
he's tired of reading the numerous headlines about such law-breakers. 

"(Gilliland) is a yahoo without any sense," Fulford said. "It wouldn't matter what he does, 
he'd still be a yahoo. No respect for the laws. When they outlawed gill nets in state waters, 
all the hard-working, upright people quit doing it because it was against the law. And all 
they had left was outlaws and they're gonna do it no matter what laws you have." 

And they'll do it no matter what day it is. The first gill-netting case reported this year 
involved men with the last names Darling and Truelove - on Valentine's Day. The men, 
Roger Darling and Cecil Truelove, had 700 yards of gill netting in the Manatee River. The 
net contained 600 pounds of ladyfish and a few pompano. 

Darling said at the time he was doing it to support his family. But let's not get carried away 
with any sentimental support. Some gill-netters may be doing it because they have no 
desire for an alternative job, or to support some sort of habit. 

Bottom line is that even pro-gill netters such as Fulford do not like to see the laws broken. 

"I'm not advocating wide-open laws on gill nets," Fulford said. "Because you have these 
yahoos who don't respect anybody and make enemies no matter what." 

Fulford argues against anyone who says gill nets kill everything it traps. Gill nets are said 
to harm manatees, dolphins or turtles. 

"Not so," Fulford said. "Our nets are real small. Monofilament we used were 10-12 pound 
test. Manatees, dolphins and turtles can swim right through it." 

Gill nets have been known to produce mass killings of mullet, one of the sources of food 
for many sportfish. Fulford counters that point, saying gamefish mainly feed on shiners 
and shrimp. 

In any event, the gill netters are out, and with the way the economy is, they could become 
more rampant. 

But that doesn't mean they don't get caught. 
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