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The Florida Maritime Museum in Cortez is a big hit with the
public. Come see the great displays setup by the staff and
many volunteers. For all the “school kids” from 1912 to
1961, there are class pictures in the entrance hall. The
Museum is open to the public Tuesday through Saturday
from 8:30am till 4:30pm. Volunteer docents are needed as
our winter workers have gone home for a visit. We plan on
their return in a few months.

The 16™ Cortez Natives Picnic was held at the Museum. We
had a downpour that kept some marooned in their cars for
20-30 minutes. Thanks to Larry Fulford for catching 100
Mullet and to the Star Fish chefs for frying them for us. This
was the first time in years for some of our families including
Otis & Nancy Drymond, Brother Vince and his Carver
cousins Helen and Tessie.

Clayton Adams was the oldest at 87. Ralph Fulford is now
80, Wanda Fulford is 73 and Geri Culbreath is 70. We
missed Grandma Harris, Lillian and Bill Pooley, as well as
others who attended when they were down with us. A special
musical treat was a salty songs performance by the “The
Mail Hatch Mottlies.”

Vernon Mora who is at Freedom Village welcomes visitors.
He is signing up for the Handibus so he can again visit
Cortez.

Steven Charles Barr 111, born April 24 and weighing in at
8lbs15 oz is welcomed by great grandparents Junie and Betty
Guthrie; grand parents Steve and Peggy Barr of Indiana and
David and Valerie LeJune of Bradenton; proud parents
Sabrina and Chuck, and big sister Emily Barr of Cortez.

Congratulations to Cortezian Joanne Capo Miller, Drug
Court Coordinator of the Public Defender's Office. She was
chosen as "favorite employee" of the Manatee County Drug
Court at a ceremony in March.
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The Cortez Trailer Park residents have a deal to
buy the park! It is the one we have all been
working and praying for. The residents are a lively
and living part of our village, especially Harry and
Dot Howey. The park has provided us great
neighbors and contributors to the village since it
was established in 1930 by John Guthrie, pioneer
resident. The big celebration will take place when
the travelers return from up north in the fall.

Congratulations to all the sign holders who stood
on Cortez Road week after week and worked to
save their homes.

Our second done deal is receiving another grant of
$62,000 from The William and Marie Selby
Foundation. This will help us finish the exterior of
the 1890 Burton Waterfront Store.

Festival Aftershocks. We had a great Festival in
February. The weather was ideal both days and the
people just kept pouring in. There were over 20
food vendors and very talented Artists displaying
their best work.

The news that shook the Festival Committee was
that we netted $113,000, double the usual amount.
Immediately, funds have been allocated to
restoration of the Wilkerson House which will
become the new location of the Boat Builders.
Special thanks and recognition to all the members
of the Committee who meet and meet and plan and
work and set up and take down and just keep on
keeping on. We did it again!
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If you have news of Cortez natives or things to share
about Cortez history, send it to us and we will try to
include it in the next issue.

Send email to cvhs@cortezvillage.org

CALENDAR OF EVENTS

All Cortez Family Reunion
July 4-6, 2008
Details are at www.fulfordfish.com

Check out the web page of the Cortez Village:
www.cortezvillage.org

You can join and/or pay your membership dues to
CVHS online.

.. .. #
Theodore R. Adams started April 15" as Museum
Coordinator for the Florida Maritime Museum at
Cortez. Previously he was Director of Volunteers and
Special Events Coordinator for the Manatee Village
Historical Park. Ted has lived at Paradise Bay Estates
since 1998 when he moved here from New York.

He retired after 27 years as the Executive Director of
a County Chamber of Commerce in Upstate New
York. He is a graduate of Empire State University and
the U.S. Chamber of Commerce Management School
at the University of Delaware. Ted says, “Since my
home is adjacent to the FISH Preserve | am delighted
to be a part of the exciting changes in Cortez. | have
long been a great history buff and believe strongly
that to insure today and the future we must preserve
the past.”

Ted is readina Doris’ book to see if he is related.
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Dolores Capo Green Pittro Smith., age 92 Manatee native and
longtime resident of Cortez died February 23, 2008 She loved
Cortez and working in the strawberries at Festival time. At the age
of 14, after the death of her parents, she joined her sister Stella
Capo Mora and brothers Bernard “Farmer”, Dewey, and Joe as
Cortez residents. All of these predeceased her as well as another
sister, Bernice, a son Eddie Green, and daughter Kathy Pittro. She
is survived by sons James Green of California and Frank Pittro Jr.
(Linda) Of Alabama two nephews, Virgil and Albert Mora and two
nieces, Leatrice Mora Eaton and Nola Mora Jewell.

Donald Lewis of Little Rock, Arkansas died recently. He was the
fifth son of Charlie and Pearl Lewis of Cortez, He is predeceased
by his parents and four brothers Claude, Wilbur, Riley and Robert.
He is survived by his wife, Bernice and son Randy of Little Rock
and two sisters Nita Mae Cogden and Martha Tidwell. Donald
“Duck” was a celebrated member of the Manatee High Football
team as one of the famous “Cortez Quartet.”

Hubert Horne, age 79 died April 9, 2008. He lived in Bradenton
but was a native of Cortez. He was the second son of Evelyn
(Green) and Warion Horne of Cortez. He is predeceased by his
parents and his brother, Billy, He is survived by sons Don Reed of
PA and Larry Reed and daughters Terrie Wankowski and Valerie
Herbert all of Bradenton. Hubert served 26 years in the military
including the Korean and Vietnam wars.

Steven G. Tidwell, age 55, died in April after a long battle with
cancer. Steven lived in Costa Rico where he operated a Charter
Fishing business. He was predeceased by his Grandparents,
Charles and Pearl Lewis of Cortez and four uncles. He is survived
by his parents, Donald and Martha (Lewis) Tidwell of Merritt
Island, his wife, Lady, his son Ryan and his brother, Keith.
Services were held in Merritt Island

Leo H. Galle, died April 23, 2008 in Bradenton after a short illness
with cancer. Leo came to Cortez via the Grand Ole Opry in
Nashville 22 years ago. He was the manager of the Long Boat Key
Tennis Club. Leo was active in many activities in Cortez especially
sharing his musical talents. He will be greatly missed by his fellow
musicians, Soupy Davis and Nova Scotia Jim. Leo served his
country in both the Korean and Vietnam wars. He is survived by
his wife, Mona: sons Roger, Elvis, Michael, and Leo Galle, three
sisters and three stepchildren; Shelby Atkins, Richard and Shelby
Warner.
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